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The Office of Art in Embassies, in the Directorate for Operations, in the Bureau of 
Overseas Buildings Operations (OBO/OPS/ART) curates, plans, and administers 
exhibitions of original art for the chief of mission residences overseas. The 
majority of works are on loan from artists, dealers, institutions, foundations, 
corporations, museums, and public and private collections. The office also 
oversees all aspects of the creation of permanent collections for new embassies 
and consulates through the Capital Security Construction Program. With a focus 
on cultural diplomacy, these collections feature the artistic heritage of the host 
country and the United States. 



15 FAM 742 PROGRAM PURPOSE 

(CT:0B0-31; 03-20-2013) 

a. OBO/OPS/ART creates and assembles loaned art exhibitions in collaboration 
with an ambassador or U.S. representative to an international organization 
abroad when a principal officer. The exhibitions provide a cultural backdrop in 
support of representational activities and facilitate cross cultural 
communications. Exhibitions are contingent upon several variables including 
regional bureau policy and budget, shipping constraints, post facilities, climatic, 
and security conditions (see 15 FAM 773). 

b. The program also includes art acquisitions for Capital Construction Projects in 
new chanceries, consulates, and annexes. OBO/OPS/ART selects and 
commissions works by artists from both the host country and the U.S. for these 
permanent collections. 

c. Additional information is available on OBO/OPS/ART's Web site. 
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